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Questions 42-50

Perhaps better known than the Cullinan Diamond is the Hope Diamond, a valuable and rare
blue gem with a background of more than 300 years as a world traveler. The 112-carat blue stone that
later became the Hope Diamond was mined in India sometime before the middle of the seventeenth

to location in distant corners of the world.
In the middle of the seventeenth century, a trader from France named Jean Baptiste Tavernier

French Revolution, Louis XVI and his wife met their fate on the guillotine in 1793, and the big blue
diamond disappeared from public sight.

The diamond somehow managed to get from France to England, where banker Henry Hope
purchased it from a gem dealer early in the nineteenth century. The huge blue stone was cut into a
45.5-carat oval, and at this point it took on the name by which it is known today. The diamond stayed
in the Hope family for around a century, when deep indebtedness brought on by a serious gambling
habit on the part of one of Henry Hope’s heirs forced the sale of the diamond.

From England, the Hope Diamond may have made its way into the hands of the Sultan of
Turkey; whatever route it took to get there, it eventually went on to the United States when American

its rigorous travel itinerary and is on display at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.,
where it has been since 1958,

42. The paragraph preceding the passage most 44. The pronoun “it” in line 12 refers to
likely discussed .
(A) its shape
(A) why gems are considered valuable (B) the newly cut diamond
(B) how the Hope Diamond was mined (C) the royal family
(C©) adiamond other than the Hope (D) the French Revolution
Diamond
(D) methods for mining diamonds 45. It can be inferred from the bassage that the

author is not certain

43. Th in idea of thi is that th :
° woinidea of this passage is that the (A) who bought the Hope Diamond in

Hope Diamond England

(A) came from India (B) who sold the Hope Diamond in
(B) has moved around a lot England

(C) has been cut several times (C) how the Hope Diamond went from
(D) now resides in the Smithsonian France to England

(D) how big the Hope Diamond was in the
nineteenth century
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