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EXERCISE C2

APPENDIX C:  Idioms

——— 1. Hisonly two choices are to give up his free time or to pay a lot of money,

. . s S S tli i ice. He’s betw k and a hard place.
DIRECTIONS: Each of the following sentences contains an idiom in italics. Read the sen- and hie doesn’tlike either choice. He's betugen.a' rotk & araf
tence and try to understand the idiom. Then find the meaning of the idiom in the list 2. She got 100 percent on the exam and the other students were below 70
that follows, and write the letter of the answer on the line. percent. She’s head and shoulders above the rest.
EXE \ — 3. Everyday he fixes meals, cleans the apartment, and goes to the market.
RCISE C1 ‘ 1t’s all in a day’s work.
—— 1. He’sholding down two jobs and attending school. He’s really burning the ‘ 4 S}{e’s a well-known lawyer, a good skier, a great cook, and a painter. She’s
candle at both ends. a jack-of-all-trades.
——— 2. She’s buying a lot of new furniture before she even has a job. She’s putting 5. Everytime he puts the toys away, the c.hildrenjust tak§ th.em ou‘t agaln~.
the cart before the horse. | Keeping the house clean when the children are there is like trying to swim
| upstream.

—— 3. Everytime he opens his mouth, he immediately regrets what he said. ,
He’s always putting his foot in his mouth. ‘ — 6. AnytimeIneed help I go to her because I know she’ll help me any way

she can. She’s one in a million.
—— 4. He’snot telling me exactly what happened. He’s beating around the bush. \

. | 7. He thought he was going to have to come into the office and work on
——— 5. Shewanted to get that man’s phone number, but she wasn’t sure of his |

both Saturday and Sunday, but now he doesn’t have to. He’s off the hook. [re—
last name or where he lived. It was like looking for a needle in a haystack. |

1 — 8. Sheand her classmates all have to read five chapters, write a paper, and
—— 6. He’salways too fast and out of control on his motorcycle. He’s playing ‘ prepare for an exam this week. They're all in the same boat.
with fire.

9. He and his brother have the same hair, the same eyes, the same smile, |

—— 7. Shekeeps asking if I was the one who was spreading rumors about her, and the same expressions. They’re like two peas in a pod. [J

but I wasn’t. She’s barki th tree. .
& ¢ Rarangap eicurong iree _ 10. When I saw him with an older man, I just knew that the man had to be his

—— 8. He féok the best pordoné for himself and didn’t leave enough for the father. He’s a chip off the old block.

thers. He’s just looki t b 2 :
B el e e —— 11. She’s had so much to do to get ready for the trip that she’s been running ;

— 9. She’sbeen working on that assignment for over two months, and I don’t around all day. Now she’s on her last legs.

think she’s ever going to finish it. She’s taking forever and a day.

— 12, Ican’tthink of the answer, but it will come to me in just a minute. It’s on
the tip of my tongue.

— 10. She has to go to the bank, and while she’s out she’ll stop and visit her
friend. She’s killing two birds with one stone.

— 11. He was admitted to Harvard, and he would have gone there but he forgot
to send in the appropriate form in time. He has really missed the boat.

—— 12, Iknow that you thought that this part of the program was difficult, but ‘

wait until you see the next part. You're jumping out of the frying pan and
into the fire.




