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Course objectives

e The reflection of values in European culture
e To identify the variety of value systems
¢ Understanding the role of Christianity in European culture

e Understanding European culture from theological and philosophical point of view

Prerequisites - other information about course preconditions: None.
Accredited / Credits: Yes, 3 Cred.

Semester: Winter semester

Requirements on student

Presentation about the Christian symbol(s) in European culture
or

paper, critique: 1320 - 1760 words. In each essay there should be a minimum of
one source from the basic or recommended bibliography. Written work will be
edited according to the methodology for writing final papers. All work for the
exam must be submitted to the teacher via e-mail (svobodz®@tf.jcu.cz) no later
than 15 working days before the end of the examination period.
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Company, 1991. ISBN 0-395-43341-X.
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SLOTERDIUK, P. God's Zeal: The Battle of the Three Monotheisms. Wiley, 2009. ISBN 978-0-7456-45.
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Religion Long Forgotten: The Importance Of Religion In Education Towards Civil Society,
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Online. The European Legacy 12, no. 5 (2007): 577-588. doi:10.1080/10848770701443494.

WELLS, H. The Rights Of Man, Or, What Are We Fighting For?, Harmondsworth: Penguin Books,
1940.

WELZEL, Christian. Freedom Rising: Human Empowerment And The Quest For Emancipation, New

York: Cambridge university press, 2013.

WITTE, John, and Frank S Alexander. Christianity And Human Rights: An Introduction, New York:

Cambridge University Press, 2010.

Form of course completion: exam
Presentation about the Christian symbol(s) in European culture
or

paper, critique: 1320 - 1760 words. In each essay there should be a minimum of
one source from the basic or recommended bibliography. Written work will be
edited according to the methodology for writing final papers. All work for the
exam must be submitted to the teacher via e-mail (svobodz®tf.jcu.cz) no later
than 15 working days before the end of the examination period.

In each essay there should be a minimum of one source from the bibliography
—see “Literature” section above.)

Content
e Sources, fundamental information
e Europe - tribe, people, value
e Culture - historical system
e Forms of European culture
e Myth about Europe
e Religion(s) of Europe
e Christian values
e European values

e Europe and human rights

Competences acquired
e To define "culture”
e To identify fundamental values in European culture
e To explain differences of value systems from historical point of view

e To explain differences of value systems from religious point of view
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To compare influences of religion on European culture

To discuss recent religious impact on European culture
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1. Europe — from myth to the reality

Key questions

I.  Whatis Europe?
Il. When did the European culture start?

Commentary

Study the text of the ancient Greek myth about Europe.
Even today, Europe could be thought as:
— Strain/tribe: We (the world for us) x they (the threat)

— Empire: the ruling, reigning, "Roman", "holy", "transmission mechanism empire" -
the essence of "Europeanness,,

— Nation: we and the neighbors, </> alike, competition
— Value: essential for the formation of life

Study materials related to the theme

Study parts of the presentation to this theme (slides 5, 24, 25)
Extended:

History of Europe: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWWLECJnyIM
Myth of Europe: https://historia-europa.ep.eu/en/focus/myth-europa
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Europa-Greek-mythology

PIRENNE, Henri. A History of Europe: From the Invasions to the XVI Century. New York: University
Books, 1965.

Formative assessment questions

1. How can we interpret the Greek myth of Europe?
2. What are the differences between the meaning of Europe as tribe, empire, nation and value?
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2. Culture — what does it mean?

Key questions

lll.  What does “culture” mean?
IV. What s culture in the narrower and broader concept?
V. Who described the meaning of culture as the first?

Commentary

Think about different sentences with the word “culture”. Try to find several different meanings of
“culture”.

Find the definition of the Latin term “cultura animi”.

Try to find different definitions of “culture”.

Study materials related to the theme

Study parts of the presentation to these themes (slides 26, 27).

Study the meaning of “cultura animi” by Cicero: https://www.gutenberg.org/files/14988/14988-
h/14988-h.htm (see in Tusculan Disputations 11, 5.13: “philosophy is the culture of the mind”)

Literature:

PATOCKA, Jan. Heretical Essays In The Philosophy Of History, Chicago: Open Court, c1996.

SLOTERDIUK, P. God's Zeal: The Battle of the Three Monotheisms. Wiley, 2009. ISBN 978-0-7456-45.

Formative assessment questions

3. What is the meaning of culture in broader concept?
4. What is the most important in each definition of the term “culture”?
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3. Roots of Europe

Key questions

VI. What are basics of European culture? Where are roots of Europe?
VIl. What held Europe together?
VIIl. What are traditional European institutions of intercommunity?

Commentary

Study different types of roots of Europe. Study historical, traditional and present European
institutions of intercommunity.

Study materials related to the theme
Study parts of the presentation to these themes (slides 24, 28, 38, 62).

Formative assessment questions

5. Do we have some basic of European culture common with the ancient, medieval, modern and
present people of Europe? If yes, which one(s)? If not, why?
6. Which institution of intercommunity is the most important and why?
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4. European values. Virtues of people in Europe

Key questions

IX. What are the most important values for European people of today?
X.  What were cardinal virtues in medieval era?

Commentary

Think about your values and virtues. What is the most important for you and why? Study the
medieval structure of virtues. Study the European Value Study (https://europeanvaluesstudy.eu/)

Study materials related to the theme

Study parts of the presentation to these themes (slides 7-23, 38, 64-69).

Literature and sources:

https://europeanvaluesstudy.eu/

GRANT, George. Technology & Empire, Toronto: House of Anansi Press, 1991.

HALIK, T. Night of the Confessor: Christian Faith in an Age of Uncertainty. Doubleday/Image, New
York. London-Toronto-Sydney-Auckland, 2012. ISBN 03-079-5282-7.

HALIK, T. Patience with God: the story of Zacchaeus continuing in us. New York: Doubleday, 2009.
ISBN 978-038-5524-490.

JANKELEVITCH, Vladimir. Forgiveness. Chicago, London: The University of Chicago Press, 2005. ISBN
978-0-226-04565-8.

MARITAIN, J. Man and the state. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1961.

PALOUS, Martin, ed. The Solidarity Of The Shaken: A Debate On Jan Patocka's Philosophical Legacy
In Today's World, Prague: Vaclav Havel Library, 2016.

ZAVADKAYA, Welzel. "Values, Repression, and Subversion." World Values Research 6 (1): 1-31.
2013. http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org

Formative assessment questions

7. What are the most important European values and why they are important?
8. What could help to improve virtues of people in Europe today?
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