
Su pe rIatives
(ttre longest / the most enjoyabIe etc.)
Study these examples:

§řhat is the longest river in the world?
§íhat was the most enjoyable holiday you've ever had?

Longest and most enjoyable are superlatiue fotms.

EThesuperlativeformis-estormost.'..Ingeneral,weuSe-estforshortwordsandmost.''
for longer words. The rules are the same as those for the comparative - see Unit 105.

long * longest hot + homest €ás} + easiest hard - hardest
but most famous most boring most difficult most expensive

A few adjectives are irregular:
good - best bad - worst far - furthest/farthest

For spelling, see Appendix 6.

1re\ů/enormallyusethebeforeasuperlative(thelongest/themostfamousetc.):
n Yesterday was the hottest day oí the year.

n The film was really boring. It was the most boring film I've ever seen.
n She is a really nice person - one of the nicest people I know.
n '§řhy does he always come to see me at the worst possible moment?

Compare superlative and comparative:
n This hotel is the cheapest in town. (superlatiue)

This hotel is cheaper than all the others in town. (comparatiue)
l He's the most patient person I've ever met.

He's much more patient than I am.

E Oldest and eldest

The superlative of old is oldest:
n That church is the oldest building in the town, (not the eldest)

'§ře use eldest (or oldest) when we are talking about people in a family:
n My eldest son is 13 years old. (or My oldest son)
n Are you the eldest in your family? (or the oldest)

After superlatives we normally use in with places:
! §íhat's the longest river in the world? (not oí the world)
n '§ře had a nice room, It was one of the best in the hotel. (not oí the hotel)

'§ře also use in for organisations and groups of people (a class / a company etc.):
n \x/ho is the youngest student in the class? (not of the class)

For a period oť time, we normally use of:
n §řhat lvas the happiest day of your life?
n Yesterday was the hottest day of the year.

E.§řeoftenuSethepresentperfect(Ihavedone)afterasuperlative(seealsoUnit8A):
! §íhat's the most important decision you've ever had to make?
n That was the best holiday I've had for a long time.
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Exercises
108.1 Completethesentences.Useasuperlative(-estormost.'.)+apreposition(oforin).

1 It's a very good room, It "",L:""Lh,*",ý-e,a,L",t:-o_q,tn""t]l"", 
the hotel,

2 lt's a very cheap restaurant, It's """""""""""

3 L *", a very h"ppy day, It was """"""""""

+ ir,r.', a very intelligent student, She """"""""

5 lt's a very valuable painting, L """,:" """"-"

Z in.-* is a very busy time for me, 
" ;_,,.,^ , : ^;";:;;;

; il;;;;;inf ,.nt.n..S use one of + a superlative + a preposition,

7Iťsaverygood,oo*.-,......L.a'.'.gnp.-pt...,Lh.g.,D's3|'..!.p.9.!lá....|]t'....thehotel.

Unit 10B

the town.
my liíe.

the class.

the gallery.

the year.

the world.

8 He's a yeíy rich man, He's one

coírect form).

friend:

Britain.

11 It was a very bad expertence, r[ --"""", the country,

108.2 Complete the sentences. Use a superlative (_est or most..,) or a comparative (_er or more ",),

1 \We stayed ut, "",il,P",Sk"?R?,2!"", hote| in the town, (cheap)

2 our rro,"r *", ,... Ú:rc*;i than all the others in the town, (cheaP)

3 The United States is very large, but Canada is """"""" """" 
(large)

4 §íhat's 
-:- 

country in the world? (small)

5 I wasn't feeling well yesterday, but I feel a bit today, (good)

6 It was an awful day, It was """""""""" "" day of my life, (bad)

7 lwhat is ................. ..", sport in your country? (popular)

than any other mountain. (hiSh) 
. ^. ................ holidays we've ever

9 '§ře had a great holiday, It was one of

had. (enjoyable) í_)^ (comfortable)

i? ffi',r 
ir,:, .r,.".to 

:n' ":n:: '"" ]l' ." ;;; ;i ;;;; ;;o.., t ",. 
to the station? (quick)

12 Sue and Kevin have got three daughters, """""""", "" is 14 years old, (old)

1OB'3Whatdoyousayinthesesituations?Useasuperlative+ever'Usethewordsinbrackets(inthe

iT::: 
jil],o".,,tothecinema:]l.^llŤ,J,1:"ř:ffi*iťffi-;".Y:ellYouríriend:

o"r,"*'iii-lsee) That's lhc .nP-rt-l1l1|^,, 
thi_L iq,,erv funny. you say:

, $ffiTffiTffil, ;;i;;"; ;;.ke, which you think is very funny, you say:

(funny / joke / hear) That's

3 You're drinking ,orr" *itn a friend, It's really good coffee, You say:

. 9ffi]..,"",,H!;T|.IH;;. M;;;. M;;;;;";;;;;;;;;;;. vo" 
'"rr 

Your friend about her:

5 You have just ,.rrr,.r, kilo*etres. You,ve ";;;; 
; further than this, You say to your friend:

6Youdecidedtogiveupyourjob.Nowyouthinkthiswasabadmistake.YouSaytoyour

, li;j,',n::fJ.:f],'i r;;;,;;;;;;;i;il f"*,",, v"" 
^* "":"*"o:

(famous / person / meet?) 
'§ího 

"""""""",
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