
Relative clauses 1 :

clauses with who/that/which
Look at this example sentence:

The woman who lives next door is a doctor,

-- - ralalit,e ci,1ttsc , -,

A clauseis a part of a sentenc e. A relatiue clause rcIIs us which person or thing (or what kind of

person or thing) the speaker means:

nThewomanwholivesnextdoor..'(.wholivesnextdoor'tellsuswhichwoman)
n People who live in the country ... (,who live in the country,tells us what kind of people)

.§íe 
use who in a relative clause when we are talking about people (not things):

the woman - she 1ives next door - is a doctor

Ý

- > Tire woman who lives next door is a doctor,

we know a lot of people - they live in the country

Ý
- * 

Y/. know a lot of people who live in the country,

n An architect is someone who designs buildings,

rl What was the name of the person who phoned you?

n Anyone who wants to apply for the job must do so by Friday,

You can also use that (instead of who), but you can,t use which for people:

lTheWomanthatlivesnextdoorisadoctor'(notthewomanrvhich)

Sometimes you must use who (not that) for people - see Unit 95,

.ůrhen we are talking about things, we use that or which (nor who) in a relative clause:

lvhere is the cheese? - it was in the fridge

V

- * §ílrere is the cheese 
{ ;lll } 

*^, i" the fridge?

|]Idon,tlikestoriesthathaveunhappyendings.(orstorieswhichhave...)
n Barbara works for a company that makes furniture. (or a comPanY which makes

ftrrniture )

r l The machine that broke down is working again now. (or The machine which broke down)

Thatismoreusualthanwhich,butSometimesyoumustusewhich-seeUnit95.

]| What = 'the thing(s) that', Compare what and that:

rl What happe"ed was my fault, (= the thing that happened)

l Evcrything that happe.,.d *n, my fault, (not Everything what happened)

iI The lnachine that broke down is now working again. (notThe machine what broke down)

RememLler that in relative clauses we use who/that/which, not he/she/they/it:

i] I,ve never spoken to tlre woman who lives next door. (not the woman she lives)
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Exe rcise s Unit 92
J 1 ln this exercise you have to explain what some words tllcan. Chcrose the right tneaning

frorn the box and then write a sentence with who. Use a dictionary if necessary,

I steals from a shop I buys sornerhing from a shop

1 I l l +.=-sr* b-ŤlditŤf;s- | p.y, r..n, to live in a house o. flar ille/Sl]e 
] do.*', helieveln God ne/Slle 

] t.á"t, into a house to steal things

I is not brave I e*pects the worst to lrappen

1 (an architect)
2 (a btirglar)
3 (a customer)

....Ar....u.ú.**l...L.n..,.a.q.ry:.rp_np....ul.|:p...ďpa..q.ra...b.wlAnga

A burglar is someone

6 (an atheist)
7 (a pessimist)
8 (a tenant)

C)2.2 Make one sentence frotn two. Use who/that/which.
1 A girl was injured in the accident. She is now in hospita1.

.....'Th.g,,,..guL..tp.h,q,..,w.*.s_.. plily.zó"...ul..,.ťh9....qrp!_4._e,.r,.|....L2 n9_w....u^...h.a.2.?*!L

2 A waitress served us. She was impolite and impatient.

3 A building was destroyed in the fire. It has rrow been rebuilt.

4 Some people were arrested. They have now been released.
The

5 A bus goes to the airport, It runs every half hour.
The

92.3 Complete the sentences. Choose the best ending from the box and change it into a relative clause.'r-r.;"r.",.a 
at-l.,.t.pt-'ron. *,rlulu.*r".n,aor. l

she ruIts away from lromc it gives you the mearring of words
l thev stole mv car it can support life--rr- -

they rvere on the wall it cannot be explainedL:,
1 Bar bara work s for a compa ny, ., ilt *.l_, .n,ak _e:....fu .r.nltl,.r.s,

2 The book is about a girl

6 A clictionary is a bool<

92.4 Are these se ntences right or wrong? Correct them where necessary,

3 \Vlrat happened to the pictures
4 A mystery is sonrething
5 The police have carrght the men

1 I don't like sJE§j^y8ú3v€ unlrappy endings.
2 \x/hat was the name of the person who phoned you?
3 Y/here's tlre nearest slrop wlro sells newspapers?
4 The driver which caused the accident was fined {500.
5 Do you knorv the person that took these photograplrs?
6 \We live in a world r,vhat is changing all the rine.
7 Dan said some thirrgs about me that wefe not true.
8 \X/lrat was the name of tlre horse it lvon the race?

slnr'ws ťha-L have
_o_K
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Re lative cla u ses 2 :

Cláui., with and without who/ttrat/which
Look at these example sentences from Unit 92:

n The woman who lives next door is a doctor,
]

The woman lives next door,

n 
,§íhere 

is the cheese that was in the fridge? (or the cheese which was ",)

The cheese was in the fridge. that (= the cheese) ís the subject

you must use who/thaďwhich when it is the subject of the relative clause, so you cannot say

.The woman lives next door is a doctor, or ,,§í,here is the cheese was in the fridge?,,

Sometimes who/that/which is the object of the verb, For erample:

n The woman who I wanted to see was away on holiday,
who (=(= the woman) is the object

I wanted to see the woman I is the subject

that (= the keys) is the object

you is the subject

n Have you found the keys that you lost?

You lost the keys.

.§íhenwho/that/whichistheobject'youcanleaveitout.Soyoucansay:

n The woman I wanted to see was away, or The woman who I wanted to see ",

n Have you found the keys you lost? or ", the keys that you lost?

n The dress Lizbought do.rnt fit her very well. ()r The.dress thatLíz bought "'
! Is there anything ican do? or ", anything that I can do?

Note that we say:

the keys you lost |not the keys you lost them)

the dress Liz bought (not the dress Liz bought it)

(or The woman that lives .")

who (- the woman) ís the subject

iE

.reNotethepositionofprepositions(in/to/foretc.)inrelativeclauses:
l rom is talking to 

" -""" _ 1, ]"_- |,__"T !:,]

---,> Do you know the woman (who/that) Tom is talking to ?

I slept 
'::T1!" -9_!,_-], wasn't very comfortable

-,-,- The bed (that/which) I slept in last night wasn't very comfortable,

! Are these the books you were looking for? or .,. the books that/which you were ",

n The Woman he fell in love with left him after a month' OT The woman who/that he "'

n The man I was sitting next to on the plane talked all the time, or

The man who/that I was sitting next to ",

Note that \ll'e say:

the books you were looking íor (not the books you were looking for them)

you cannot use what in sentences like these (see also unit 92c):

nEverything(that)theysaidWaStrue.(notEverythingwhattheysaid)
n t guu. her all th. -n",y (that) I had, (not all the money what I had)

What = 'the thing(s) that':

n Did you hear what they said? (= the things that they said)

Relative clauses 1 - Unit 92 Relative c|auses 3-5 - t]trits 94*96 Whom - Ullil 94B
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Exercises
93,1 ln some of these sentences you need who or that. Correct the sentences where necessary,

1 T\gryq!§a,llJ§_E9ě!3gor is a doctor.
2 Have you found the keys you lost?
3 The people we met last night were very nice.
4 The people work in the office are very nice.
5 The people I work with are very nice.
6 What have you done with the money I gave you?
7 \X/hat happened to the money was on the table?
8 What's the worst film you've ever seen?
9 §řhat's the best thing it has ever happened to you?

.... ft ._e_...t1,o_m ru:... wh p.. 
.l !.y cq... n9y,L d,o or

Unit 93

OK

",i"""""""""
l

93.2 What do You say in these situatíons? Complete each sentence with a relative clause.
1 Your friend lost some keys. You want to know if he has found them. you say:

Have you found .....il.9--k*ua..,uP$....|PP-h. )
2 A friend is wearing a dress. You like it. You tell her:

I like the dress ...,.,...........,.

3 A friend is going to see a film. You want to know the name of the film. you say:

4 You wanted to visit a museum, It was shut when you got there. You tell a friend:

5 You invited some People to your party. Some of them couldn't come. You tell someone:

6 Your friend had to do some work. You want to know if she has finished. you say:

7 you hired a car. It broke down after a few miles. you tell a friend:

8 you stayed at a hotel. Tom had recommended it to you, you tell a friend:

93.3 ComPlete each sentence using a relative clause with a preposition, Choose from the box.

we went to a party last night
I work with some people

you can rely on Gary
I applied for a job
I saw you with a man

we were invited to a wedding
you told me about a hotel

1 Are these the books .....U9-{ ....W.?-r..?r....k 9kLng..,.k.r^. l
2 Unfortunately we couldn't go to the wedding
3 I enjoy my job. I like the people
4 §7hat's the name of that hotel ...........,..... ...,..........,.... ?

5 The party ................ wasn't very en;.oyable.
6 I didn't get the job ....,...... .......

7 Gary is a good person to know. He's somebody ...........,..,.........

8 '§7ho was that man ................... in the restaurant?

93.4 Put in that or what where necessary, lf the sentence is already complete, leave the space empty.
1, I gave her all the money ..,..-..... I had. (all the money that I had is also correct)
2 Did you hear .....hih.*i_.... they said?
3 They give their children everything ............. they want.
4 Tell me .,.................... you want and I'll try to get it for you.
5 §fhy do you blame me for everythinc ...........,..... . ..,. goes wrong?
6 I won't be able to do much, but I'll do ...........,........,....................... I can.
7 I won't be able to do much, but I'll do the best ...........,..............,............,,.... I can.
8 I don't agree with ..........,.. you've just said.
9 I don't trust him. I don't believe anything ....,........ he says,
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Relative clauses 3 : whose/whom/where
Whose

§7e use whose in relative clauses instead of his/her/their:

we saw some people - their car: had broken dorvn

----+ §7e saw some people whose car had broken down.

'§ť'e use whose mostly for peopie:
l A widow is a woman whose husband is dead. (her husband is dead)

n \ů/hat's the name of the man whose car you borrowed? (yorr borrowed his car)
t: I met someone whose brother I went to school with. (I went to school with his/her brother)

Compare who and whose:
n I met a man who knows you. (he knows you)
n I met a man whose sister knows yotr. (his sister knows you)

Whom

Whom is possible instead of who when it ts the object of the verb in the relative clause (like the

sentences in Unit 93B):
n The woman whom I wanted to see was arvay. (I wanted to see her)

You can also use whom with a preposition (to whom / from whom / with whom etc.):

n The people with whom I work are very nice. (I work with them)

But we do not often use whom in spoken English. '§íe 
usually prefer who or that, or nothing

(see Unit 93). So we usually say:

l The woman I wanted to see... or The rvoman who/that I wanted to see ...
l The people I work with ... or The people who/that I work with ...

E Where

You can use where in a relative clause to talk about a place:

the restaurant - $.e had dinner there - it rvas near the airport

-------, The restaurant where we had dinner was near the airport.

I recently went back to the town where I grcw up.
(or... the town I grew up ín or ... the town that I grew up in)
I would like to live in a place where there is plenty of sunshine.

\X/e say:

the day / the year / the time .r.. { ::T'_'|ing 
haPPens or

"-' 
I that sorlretlring happens

! Do you ťemember the day (that) we went to the zoo?
n The last time (that) I saw her, she looked fine.

t] I haven't seen them since the year (that) they got married.

iE,§řesay:
., I something happens or
the reason ,] -

I thaďwhy something happens

n The reason I'm phoning you is to ask your advice.
(or The reason that I'm phonirrg / The reason why I'm phoning)

Relative clauses 1-2 - Urrits 92-93 Relative clauses 4-5 - Urrits 95-96 Whom - Unit 96



You met these people at a party:

My wife is an

English teacher.

My parents used to
work in a circus.

We've just
got married.

Exercises
94.1 You met the:

Unit 94

The next day you tell a friend about these people. Complete the sentences using who or whose.

1,

z

4
5

6

I met somebody .....w-h9íe ...vl.W.cr....wr-b:+.?,-.ďp-kp-tul.g-eť-o.:@,p,

I met a woman

94,2

I met a couple

Read the situations and complete the sentences using where,

1 You grew up in a small town. You went back there recently. You tell someone this,

I recently went back to the small town .....hl.h%9""l""9,!:9l^,1",!4P

2 youwant to buy some postcards. you ask a friend where you can do this.

3 You work in a factoty. The factory is going to close down next month, You tell a friend:

4 Sue is ,tuyi.,g at a hotel. You want to know the name of the hotel You ask a friend:

5 you play football in a park on sundays. you show a friend the park, you say:

Complete each sentence using who/whom/whose/where,

1 'What's the name of the man .....!Nh.-oá9..... car you borrowed?

2 A cemetery is a place ....,........ people are buried,

3 A pacifist is a person ........,.... believes that all wars are wrong.

4 An orphan is a child .,........... parents are dead,

5 What was the name of the person to ...,..,.................. you spoke on the phone?

6 The place .,............,. we Spent our holidays was really beautiful.

7 This school is only for children ..,.......... first language is not English,

8 The woman with ..........,..,.... he fell in love left him after a month,

Use your own ideas to complete these sentences. They are Iike the examples in Sections D and E.

1,

z
3

4
5

6

94.4
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